
RESOLUTION
MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

June 24, 1981

Resolution 1981-32 Re: Public Libraries

Book Selection Policy

WHEREAS, The freedom to read is essential to our democracy;

And

WHEREAS, Public libraries have a responsibility to make available to the public books  and
other material offering the widest diversity of knowledge and ideas, views and  expressions, so
that citizens may choose freely from among a broad range of conflicting ideas; and

WHEREAS, It is in the public interest for libraries to reaffirm this principle in policies and
procedures for the selection of library material and for dealing with complaints and  requests for
the removal of material by individuals or groups; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education endorses the Freedom to Read  principle and
requires boards of library trustees of each public library system to adopt  policies that will affirm
and guide the effective implementation of this principle, and be it  further

RESOLVED, That the Board directs the Assistant State Superintendent for Libraries to provide
assistance to libraries and to report the result to the Board by June, 1982.


